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Chapter 19 TAXATI ON*

*Charter reference(s)--Taxes generally, 8§ 63 et seq.

Cross reference(s)--Procedure for |evy and coll ection of
speci al assessnent, 8§ 2-27; cable television franchise fee, 8§ 5-
20; licenses, permts and m scel | aneous busi ness regul ati ons, Ch.
10.

State |l aw reference(s)--Tax rates, etc., Anno. Code of M.,
Art. 23A, 8 81; revenue and taxes generally, Anno. Code of M.,
Art. 81.

Art. . In General, 88 19-1--19-19

Art. II. Personal Property Tax, 88 19-20--19-40

Art. 1. Adm ssions and Anusenents Tax, 88 19-41--19-43
ARTI CLE |. | N GENERAL

Sec. 19-1. Tax credit for certain honeowners by reason of
di sability and incone.

(a) The city manager is hereby appointed to adm nister the
systemof tax credits by reason of disability.

(b) The city manager is hereby authorized to promul gate
addi tional rules and regul ati ons which may be necessary for the
efficient admnistration of tax credit by reason of disability;
provi ded, that such regul ations shall conply with the provisions
of this section.

(c) There shall be allowed a single tax credit upon the
application of any person who actually resides in a dwelling in
whi ch such person has a corporeal interest in the nature of a
life estate or perpetual use contract in a housing cooperative,
or as sole owner, joint tenant, tenants in conmmon or tenants by
the entirety, who has not attained the age of sixty (60) years on
or before the first day of the fiscal year for which taxes are
payabl e and who recei ves benefits as a result of a finding of
permanent and total disability under the social security and
railroad retirement acts or any retirenent or pension program
provi ded by a governnent within the United States, and whose
gross incone, or whose conbi ned gross incone, as the case nmay be,
shall not be in excess of seven thousand five hundred dollars
($7,500.00) for the cal endar year immedi ately preceding the



fiscal year of application. The credit shall apply to the city
real estate taxes upon the dwelling for which application for tax
credit is made. The tax credit shall be equal to the assessed

val ue of the dwelling up to a maxi mum of seven thousand doll ars
($7,000.00) nultiplied by the applicable city tax rate.

(d) For purposes of determning eligibility, "gross incone"
or "conbi ned gross incone” shall mean total inconme from al
sources for the cal endar year imedi ately precedi ng the taxable
year whether or not included in the definitions of gross incone
for federal or state tax purposes, including but not limted to
benefits under the Social Security Act or Railroad Retirenment Act
as these acts nmay be amended fromtine to time, gifts in excess
of three hundred dollars ($300.00), alinony, support noney, non-
taxabl e strike benefits, public assistance received in cash
grants, pensions or annuities, unenploynment insurance benefits,
and workman's conpensation benefits, as well as the net incone
recei ved from busi ness, rental or other endeavors.

(e) The city finance office shall provide and keep on hand
application fornms for tax credits by reason of disability. The
application shall be nade under oath or affirmation and elicit
such information as will enable the city treasurer or his
representative to determ ne whether the applicant qualifies as a
homeowner whose gross inconme conplies with the standards as
enunerated in subsection (c) above. The applicant shall be
notified in witing whether his application is approved or not.
In the event the city treasurer or his agent determ nes that the
application does not qualify the applicant for the tax credit,
the reason for his failure to qualify shall be stated. Any
appl i cant who does not qualify shall have the right of appealing
the decision of the city treasurer if he gives notice of his
appeal within thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice of
nonqual i fication. The appeal shall be directed to the city
council, and if not made within thirty (30) days, shall be deened
to have been wai ved.

(f) The applicant shall not be required to apply in person,
but such application shall be made to the city treasurer's office
prior to the paynent of taxes for the taxable year for which the
credit is sought. No credit shall be allowed if the applicant
applies after paynment of taxes, unless a waiver is approved by
the city manager. Each tax year shall be considered separately
and a new application shall be filed each year by the honeowner.
It is the intent of this section that any tax credit granted
under the provisions of this section shall be personal in nature
and shall not transfer to any new owner of the property unless
such owner can qualify for such tax credit under the provisions
of this section.

(Code 1971, § 8-4)

Sec. 19-2. Gants for certain renters by reason of age and
i ncone.



(a) The city manager is hereby appointed to adm nister the
system of grants to certain renters.

(b) The manager is hereby authorized to pronul gate
addi tional rules and regul ati ons which may be necessary for the
efficient adm nistration of the systemof grants to certain
renters; provided, that such regulations shall conply with the
provi sions of this section.

(c) There shall be allowed a single grant for each cal endar
year upon the application of any person who shall qualify in
accordance with the following restrictions and conditions:

(1) The applicant shall have paid rent for a dwelling in
the city within which he has resided during the
precedi ng cal endar year and shall be a resident of the
city at the tinme of application.

(2) The applicant shall be sixty-five (65) years of age or
ol der on Decenber 31 of the preceding year or shal
have received benefits during the precedi ng cal endar
year as a result of a finding of permanent and total
di sability under the Social Security or Railroad
Retirement Acts or any retirenent or pension program
provi ded by a governnent within the United States.

(3) The gross conbined i ncone of the applicant and al
ot her persons within his household shall not be in
excess of five thousand dollars ($5, 000.00) for the
precedi ng cal endar year.

(d) The grant shall be equal to three (3) percent of the
rent paid during the preceding cal endar year for the dwelling in
the city within which the applicant has resided up to a nmaxi mum
anount which shall be equal to the maxi mumtax credit all owable
for the current fiscal year to a homeowner first making
application for a tax credit by reason of age and incone as
provided in section 19-1. If the applicant has been a resident of
the city for less than the full cal endar year preceding, his
grant shall be decreased in proportion to the part of the grant
year that he resided el sewhere.

(e) The city finance office shall provide and keep on hand
application fornms for grants. The application shall be made under
oath or affirmation and elicit such information as will enable
the city treasurer or his representative to determ ne whether the
applicant qualifies as a renter whose gross inconme conplies with
t he standards as enunerated in subsection (c) of this section.
The applicant shall be notified in witing whether his
application is approved or not. In the event the city treasurer
or his agent determ nes that the application does not qualify the
applicant for the grant, the reason for his failure to qualify
shall be stated. Any applicant who does not qualify shall have
the right of appealing the decision of the city treasurer if he



gives notice of his appeal within thirty (30) days after receipt
of notice of nonqualification. The appeal shall be directed to
the city council and, if not made within thirty (30) days, shal
be deened to have been wai ved.

(f) The applicant shall not be required to apply in person,
but such application shall be made to the city treasurer's office
no | ater than February 15 of the cal endar year follow ng the
grant year. No grant shall be allowed if the applicant applies
after February 15, unless a waiver is approved by the city
manager. Each cal endar year shall be considered separately and a
new application shall be filed follow ng each cal endar year for
whi ch a grant is sought.

(Code 1971, § 8-4.1)
Sec. 19-3. Refunds of overpaynents of taxes.

(a) The city treasurer is enpowered to make refunds to
t axpayers who have paid an anount in excess of the tax due as
conput ed upon the assessed val uation of such taxpayers. \Wenever
the refund is necessary because of error on the part of the city
or because of correction of an assessed valuation as a result of
error or adjustnment by the assessor, the city treasurer shall pay
interest on the amount refunded at the rate of one-half of one
(0.5) percent for each nonth or major portion of a nonth the
over paynment refunded has been held by the city, conputed fromthe
date of receipt by the city. Any such refunds shall be reported
by the city treasurer to the city manager in the regular nonthly
report.

(b) This section shall apply to all refunds nade on or after
March 13, 1974, whet her paynent was rendered before or after such
dat e.

(Code 1971, § 8-7)
Sec. 19-4. Honestead property tax credit.

(a) A honestead property tax credit be and hereby is enacted
pursuant to section 9-105 of the tax-property article of the
Annot at ed Code of Maryl and, 1986, as anended.

(b) The honestead property tax credit percentage for the
City of Greenbelt, effective for the taxable year beginning July
1, 1991, and subsequent years, shall be one hundred ten (110)
percent; and such tax credit shall be included on the homeowner's
property tax bill.

(c) The honestead property tax credit program shall be
i npl enented and adm ni stered by the director of finance of Prince
CGeorge's County in accordance with the provisions of state |aw
and rules and regul ati ons established by the state departnent of
assessnents and taxation.



(Ord. No. 1062, 8§ 1--3, 11-26-90)

Editor's note--Ord. No. 1023, adopted July 11, 1988,
repealed 8 19-4 in its entirety; which pertained to quarterly
dates of finality and bore no history note. Ord. No. 1062, 8§88
1--3, adopted a new 8 19-4 to read as herein set out.

Sec. 19-5. Penalty and interest for delinquent paynment of taxes.

The penalty for delinquent paynent of taxes to the city and
i nterest on unpaid taxes shall be charged as provided in state
| aw and as established by Prince George's County. Penalty and
i nterest charges shall be applied on all taxes which are overdue
and in arrears as provided by state |aw, provided that the city
manager is authorized to waive penalty for any taxes overdue upon
the determ nation that the person or persons ow ng such taxes has
or have funds held in deposit or escrow for the paynent of such
taxes in an account with a bank, savings and | oan or other
financial institution insured by an agency of the United States
governnment or the State of Maryland and upon whi ch account have
been i nposed restrictions on the withdrawal or paynent of funds
by a duly authorized official of the governnent of the United
States or the State of Maryland if paynent is rendered not |ess
than fifteen (15) days after all or part of the funds are
rel eased fromw thdrawal restrictions.

(Ord. No. 915, 6-8-81; Od. No. 973, 10-15-85; Od. No. 1006, 8-
24- 87)

State law reference(s)--Interest on unpaid taxes, Anno. Code
of Md., Art. 81, § 48.

Secs. 19-6--19-19. Reserved.
ARTI CLE | |1. PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX

Sec. 19-20. Property to be taxed and use of state or county
assessnents.

(a) Al tangi ble personal property within the corporate
limts of the city, or personal property which may have a situs
there by reason of the residence, occupation, business or
prof ession of the owner therein, is subject to taxation for city
pur poses. Tangi bl e personal property shall include nmanufacturing
equi prent, manufacturing inventory, conmercial inventory, farmng
i npl enents and |ivestock.

(b) I'n accordance with section 63 of the charter of the city
and the laws of the state, there shall be an assessnent of al
t axabl e personal property as well as the value of shares of
donestic corporations and operating property (except |and) of
public utilities and contract carriers and the val ue of shares of



banks and donestic corporations and the capital stock of foreign
finance corporations as certified by the departnent of assessnent
and taxation of the state or as certified by any other authorized
agency of the state or county to the city treasurer.

(c) Such assessnent of such property shall be the basis of
taxation for personal property by the city council; except, that
t he val ue of shares of banks and donestic finance corporations
and the capital stock of foreign finance corporations shall be
taxed as provided in section 30, article 81, of the Annotated
Code of Maryl and, 1957.

(Code 971, § 810)
Sec. 19-21. Rate of taxation.

The rate of taxation for tangi ble personal property shall be
a unit sum unless otherw se provided for in section 19-20,
establ i shed each year by the city council at the tinme of
enactnment of its tax rate ordinance.

(Code 1971, § 8-11)
Sec. 19-22. Date tax statenents to be mail ed; when tax payable.

The city treasurer shall prepare statenments show ng the
anount of the assessment of personal property, the tax rate
adopted by the city council for each respective year and the
amount of taxes due. These statenents shall be mailed to al
persons affected by this tax. Such taxes shall be payable in
accordance with applicable state | aw.

(Code 1971, § 8-12)

State |l aw reference(s)--Taxes levied as of a sem annual date
of finality or for a fraction of a year, Anno. Code of M., Art.
81, § 50.

Sec. 19-23. Penalty and interest on unpaid taxes.

On any bills for personal property taxes not paid within
thirty (30) days of any billing, there shall be added thereto a
penalty as established by Prince George's County and interest at
the rate provided by | aw and as established by Prince George's
County from such date.

(Code 1971, § 8-13; Od. No. 1006, 8-24-87)

State |l aw reference(s)--Interest, Anno. Code of M., Art.
81, § 48.

Sec. 19-24. Certification by treasurer.



The city treasurer shall certify as delinquent all persona
property taxes which have been unpaid for thirty (30) days and
will proceed with collection efforts.

(Ord. No. 1023, 7-11-88)
Sec. 19-25. Procedure for collection of delinquent taxes.

The city treasurer shall, as soon as possible after the
expiration of sixty (60) days fromfirst collection effort, nake
a conplete list of all taxpayers who are delingquent, have not
pai d such taxes within thirty (30) days after billing, with a
description of the property and the anmount due from each. The
city treasurer, through the city manager, shall refer to the city
solicitor for legal action the names of such corporations as are
delinquent, with a description of the property and the anount of
taxes, penalty and interest due.

(Code 1971, 8§ 8-14; Od. No. 1023, 7-11-88)
Secs. 19-26--19-40. Reserved.
ARTICLE I11. ADM SSI ONS AND AMUSEMENTS TAX

Sec. 19-41. Cenerally.

There is levied a tax on the gross receipts derived from any
adm ssions and anusenent charge as defined in section 4-101(b) of
the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as
anended or recodified fromtinme to tinme, at the rate of ten (10)
percent; except as this rate may be limted pursuant to section
4-105(b) of the Tax-Ceneral Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryl and, as anmended or recodified fromtine to time;, and except
that gross receipts derived from charges for nerchandi se,
refreshnments, or a service sold or served in connection with
entertainment at a nightclub or roomin a hotel, restaurant, hal
or other place where dancing privileges, nusic or other
entertainment is provided shall be taxed at the rate of five (5)
per cent .

(Code 1971, § 8-32; Od. No. 941, 6-13-83; Od. No. 954, 7-17-84;
Od. No. 999, 4-6-87; Od. No. 1097, 8-17-92)

Sec. 19-42. Additional tax.

There is hereby levied an additional tax on reduced charges
or free adm ssions as set forth in Section 4-105(F) of the Tax-
CGeneral Article of the Annotated Code of Maryl and, as amended or
recodified fromtine to tine.

(Ord. No. 1097, 8-17-92)

Sec. 19-43. Exenptions.



In addition to the exenptions provided in Section 4-103 of
the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as
anended or recodified fromtinme to tinme, the tax inposed under
this article shall not apply to the gross receipts from any
charge for admi ssion to a concert or theatrical event of a not
for profit group or association that is organized to present or
offer any of the performng arts within the meaning of Section 4-
104(b) of the Tax-Ceneral Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryl and, as anmended or recodified fromtine to tinmne.

(Code 1971, § 18-34; Ord. No. 1097, 8-17-92)



